Election Commission of India
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi 110001
No. 464/INST/2007-PLN-I

Dated: 8th January,2007

To
1. The Chief Secretaries of all States and UTs
2. The Chief Electoral Officers of all States and UTs
Sub: Restrictions on presence of political functionaries in a Constituency
after the campaign period is over.
Sir,
Under Section 126 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, in the
period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for the close of poll, the campaign
will come to an end.

2.

During the course of campaign in bye-election, the political parties

mobilize their supporters, including from outside the constituency of poll, in order
to bolster that campaign. In view of the fact that after the closure of campaign
period no campaign can take place within the constituency, presence of political
functionaries / party workers / procession functionaries / campaign functionaries
etc., who have been brought from outside the constituency and who are not
voters of the constituency, should not continue to remain present in the
constituency as their continued presence after campaign ends may undermine
the atmosphere for free and fair poll.

3.

Hence the Commission has directed that after the campaign period is

over, the district election administration / police administration shall ensure that
all such functionaries leave the constituency immediately after the campaign
period is over.

This shall be brought to the notice of all political parties,

candidates and their agents in order to enable them to comply.

4.

The Commission further directs that in order to ensure that the above

instruction is carried out, the election administration / police administration may
take all necessary measures which may include:
1.

Checking of kalyan mandapams / community halls etc., where such
people are kept housed and find out whether the outsiders have been
accommodated in these premises.

2.

Verification of lodges and guesthouses to keep a track of the list of
occupants.

3.

Set up check-posts in the constituency borders and track the vehicular
movement from outside the constituency.

4.

Verify the identity of the people / group of people in order to find out
whether they are voters or not and establish their identity.

5.

This may be brought to the notice of all concerned and ensure strict
compliance.

Action taken in the matter may be informed to the

Commission.

Yours sincerely,
Sd/(A.K. Majumdar)
Secretary

INSTRUCTION Sl. No. 64
Election Commission's letter No.464/INST/2007-PLN-I Dated: 12th

October,2007 addressed

to the Chief Secretaries and the Chief Electoral Officers of all States and Union Territories.

Sub:

Restrictions on presence ofpolitical functionaries in a Constituency after the
campaign period is over.

under Section 726 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, in the
period of 48 hours ending with the hour fixed for the close of poll, the campaign will
come to an end.

2. During the course of campaign in bye-election, the political parties mobillze their
supporters, including from outside the constituency of poll, in order to bolster that
campaign. In view of the fact that the closure of campaign period no camping period

no campaign can take place within the constituency, presence of political
functionaries/party workers/procession functionaries/campaign functionaries etc.,
who have been brought from outside the constituency and who are not voters of the
constituency, should not continue

to remain present In the constituency as their

continued presence after campaign ends may undermine the atmosphere for free
and fair poll.

3. Hence the Commission has directed that after the campaign period is over, the

district election adminisffation/police administration shall ensure that all

such

functionaries leave the constituency immediately after the campaign period is over.
This shall be brought to the notice of all political parties, candidates and their agents
in order them to comply.
4. The Commission further directs that in order to ensure that the above instruction

is carried out, the election adminisffation/police may take all necessary measures
which may include:

1.

Checking of kalian mandapams/ community halls etc., where such people
are kept housed and find out whether the outsiders have been

2.

Verification of lodges and guesthouses to keep a ffack of the list of

3.

occupants.
Set up check-posts

4.
5.

accommodated in these Premises.

in the constituency borders and track the vehicular
movement from outside the constituency.

Verify the identity of the people/group of people in order to find out
whether they are voters or not and establish their identity.
This may be brought to the notice of all concerned and ensure strict
compliance. Action taken in the matter may be informed to the
Commission.
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To
The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and Union Territories.
Subject:

-

Restriction on presence of political functionary in a constituency after the campaign
period is over - regarding.

Ref.: ECI,s letters No.464/INSTi2007-PLN-I, dated 8th January 2007,No. No.464/INST/2007-PLN-I,
(Instruction No.63, 64
dated 12th october 2007 ardNo.464lINSTi2008-EPS, dated 2nd December 2008
& 65 of the Compendium on MCC, respectively)
Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Commission's letters referred above which, inter alia,
poll
provides all political functionaries who are not the elector of the constituency going for
126 of R' P 'Act
should leave the constituency as soon as the campaign period is over, fsection
that a
1951 also refers). It has been brought to our notice during recently held bye-elections

prominent political leader didn't leave the constituency after campaign period was over, citing
some medical reasons.

The Commission, having considered the matter has issued following guidelineso The DEO concerned, in consultation with CEO, would constitute a Medical Board
health check-up of the political functionary seeking exemption. The Medical
Board shall, after medical examination of the patient and his/her medical

for

history, wilt give report whether the condition of the patient( political leader)
is such that he can't move or be shifi,ed under medical attendance out of the
constituency in an ambulance or vehicle'

.

The exemption would only be considered by the ECI afier consideration of
report ofthe Medical Board received through CEO concerned.

.

Such political functionary
allowed

to

to whom exemption has been granted may

be

stay in the constituency subiect to the condition that this is in no

manner be used

for any political/election related activities in any way.

To

of
ensure this, a video surveillance team shall be deployed at all the entrances
place of stay headed by a magistrate with suitable police personnel to be
deployed, till completion of poll. Expenditure incurced for such stay should be
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duly accounted

for in

Election Expenditure occounts

of the contesting

candidates for that constituency.
Please inform all concerned for full compliance. It should also be included in training

module for training of election related officers.
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